Progress in the development of novel treatments for colorectal cancer.
Colorectal cancer remains one of the major causes of cancer death worldwide, but the past few years have witnessed the development of a number of new, effective treatment options, which have led to considerable improvement in the survival rate for patients suffering from this common cancer. The advent of agents such as capecitabine (Xeloda), irinotecan (Camptosar), and oxaliplatin (Eloxatin), and newer molecular targeted agents such as cetuximab (Erbitux) and bevacizumab (Avastin) brought innovation to the treatment of colorectal cancer. Oncologists are no longer restricted to using fluorouracil and its variations as the only active treatment, and the number of patients who are able to live longer continues to increase. Patients presenting with stage III cancer can expect a greater chance for cure, and those presenting with metastatic disease can expect a median survival approaching 2 years.